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REMARKS 

Introduction 

Claims 1 and 16 and 9-15 are pending and currently stand rejected. Applicant would 
like to first thank the Examiner for the indication of allowable subject matter. Accordingly 
Claim 1 has been amended. Reconsideration of the application is respectfully solicited. 

Rejections 

Claims 1 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 6,229,087 to Archer et. al. (hereinafter Archer). Furthermore, the Examiner has 
rejected Claims 9-15 under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable over Archer in view of 
U.S. Patent 4,576,431 to Thayer. 
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The application has been amended consistent with the Examiners indication of 
allowable subject matter. The Examiners rejections are now moot in view of the amendment. 
Entry of this amendment is respectfully requested. 

The application is now deemed to be in condition for examination. Favorable action 
thereon is respectfully solicited. 

If the Examiner has any questions or comments relating to the present application, he or 
she is respectfully invited to contact Applicants' attorney at the telephone number set forth 



REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 



below. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Stephen Cannavale 
Registration No.: 44,585 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 



HOFFMANN & BARON, LLP 
6900 Jericho Turnpike 
Syosset, New York 11791 
(973)331-1700 



